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Advertiſement. 


EVERY circumſtance advanced in the 
following ſheets is ſupported by legal evi- 
dence, taken both in England and in 
France. The original affidavits, proces 
verbals, &c. are in the hands of Mr, 


Beresford's Solicitor in London. 


— 


F o = * r r 2 r ay 1 —— ͤ AY TIP 4 57 on OY 75 [TY * yy are i nn 
be TAS CIAL Ie- IT So BE F e n rer ee Op 3: 
8 2 rer 2 g 4 5 Y 5 G7 N up) by 1 2 = 4 Ji =_ * 7 DO * = G FI = 

— RS Er r 8 Py g 5 * * . Sv" we > £ _ -. Ra EYRE IE ICIS IS D ee 
2 * n FEST, = 3 5 4 LY - ' <3 3 n Te Sy - 9 D 1 5 1 MY I = G C \ SY COTS fn "TT K Sy - q n Oy. 
= . r Tod « OF; R 7 8 1 " 2 = 
Þ, Bro \ 1 3 1 = ® x 8 \ i 


Felt! 


. SW «A 
4 1 1 


r F * 15 [ Me ISS Y 
ns ks 2 IS (25 FM FR oe” 5 2 5 0 g * hl 0 AA 75 Ls 
F LOSES ²˙eüꝛ T 


» 


2 


N. £7 
r == 


BONES = os 


OY, 


"Rar 
[YEN 


A 


NARRATIVE, &c 


family of Mrs. Hamilton at her villa near 


London in the Summer of 1780. He ſoon. 


became a welcome and a frequent gueſt, for Mrs, 


Hamilton: was pleaſed to give particular encou- 


ragement to his viſits, with a view, as it has 
fince appeared, of ſubjecting his heart to the 
charms of Miſs Dawſon, a handſome young lady, 
whom ſhe had taken into her houſe as a compa- 
nion for her daughter. 

The firſt ſenſation which Miſs Hamilton 
excited in the. breaſt of Mr. Beresford was 
that of pity and concern, He obſerved this 
young Lady, whoſe conſequence and fortune 
were the frequent topic, of her mother's con- 
verſation, treated and ſituated in a manner 
very different from theſe high pretenſions. The 
culture of her mind was totally neglected, and 
B the 


M R. Beresford was introduced into the 
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the ſtyle of her dreſs beneath that of an 
upper ſervant. He perceived, through all the 
diſadvantages of this diſguiſe, a native good 
taſte, an underſtanding capable of every 
improvement, and a perſon wanting only the 
common aſſiſtance of dreſs to appear engaging 
and elegant. He often obſerved with great 
pain, that Mrs. Hamilton ſeemed to enjoy a 
malevolent ſatisfaction in taking occaſion to 
mortify her daughter, by a contemptuous mode 
of oppoſing her opinions and ſentiments ; and 
Miſs Hamilton appeared to feel acutely this 
unkind maternal triumph. | 


Miſs Dawſon, who experienced a tenderneſs 
which this unhappy and neglected daughter 
never ſhared, became intoxicated with this 
diſtinction, and Miſs Hamilton too often felt 
the evil effects of it, in a conduct towards her 
very unbecoming a perſon in the dependant 
ſtate of a companion. 


Theſe feelings, which the ſituation of Miſs 
Hamilton excited, by a natural progreſs, ripened 
into love; and having, on many happy occa- 
ſions, diſcovered her ſentiments in his favour, 
Mr. Beresford frankly offered her his hand. 
Opportunities were not wanting to fayour his 
wiſhes, and many happy weeks paſſed away in 
an intercourſe now painful to recollect, - 


At 
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At length Miſs Hamilton herſelf ſuggeſted 
and contrived the means of her eſcape, and 
the lovers only waited a favourable opportu- 
nity to effect it. This reſolution was the re- 
ſult of deliberation on the part of the young 
lady, who knew that Mr. Beresford, through 
a generous indiſcretion to ſerve a friend, was 
ſomewhat embarraſſed in his affairs, and that 
the ſtep ſhe was about to take would for 
ever deſtroy all hopes of fortune from Mrs. 
Hamilton. They were therefore determined to 
be happy with Mr. Beresford's preſent prefer- 
ment, joined to the few thouſand pounds Miſs 
Hamilton was in her own right entitled to, and 
to look for more affluent circumſtances in 
the future advantages of the patronage, with 
which for ſeveral years Mr. Beresford had been 
honoured by one of the firſt families in · the 
kingdom. 

The evening of the firſt of November was 
appointed for their journey to Scotland; which 
ſtep, however it may be cenſured by the pru- 
dent and ſevere, and may in itſelf be highly 
blameable, yet neceſſity in this inſtance af- 
fords it a conſiderable extenuation ; for they 
knew Mrs, Hamilton too well, to hope to be 
happy by any other means. 


Miſs Hamilton, after going to bed at her 
uſual hour, accompanied by two other La- 
— * dies 
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dies who ſlept together in the ſame room, got 
up when ſhe ſuppoſed they were aſleep, and 
ſecreted herſelf in a dark cloſet in a remote 

part of the houſe, where ſhe put on her clothes, 
She was obliged to avail herſelf of this expe- 
dient, as Mrs, Hamilton, apprehenſive that her 
Il-treatment of her daughter might one day in- 
duce her to elope, had taken care that there 
ſnould be no acceſs to Miſs Hamilton's cham- 
ber but through her own, and when this lady 
went to bed, which was generally many hours 
after the young ladies, it was her cuſtom to 
lock the door. Mrs. Hamilton at length re- 
tired, and Miſs Hamilton eſcaped from the 
cloſet; and accompanied by her Mother's maid, 
whom ſhe had engaged in this enterprize, re- 
Paired to Mr, Beresford to a neighbouring inn, 
where he had been anxiouſly waiting to receive 
her. They ſet off for Scotland at two in the 
morning, and on the next day were married at 
Greatna-green, 

On their return to London, they found, as 
they naturally expected, that Mrs. Hamilton 
ſhewed the ſtrongeſt marks of reſentment and 
diſpleaſure ; nor could the dutiful intreaty for 
permiſſion to 1mplore her forgiveneſs, convey- 
ed to Mrs. Hamilton in a letter from her 
Daughter in the way from Scotland, procure 
the reception of her and her Huſband. 


Happy 


(4 ] 
Happy in each other, they were the leſs ſen- 
able of this diſappointment, and they looked 
forwards with hope that Mrs. Hamilton would, 
ere long, relent and forgive them, 

Mrs. Hamilton had preſented a petition to 
the Court of Chancery, couched in very unfair 
terms, and ſupported by circumſtances moſt 
groſsly miſrepreſented, The Lord Chancel- 
lor, miſled by the tenour of the petition, ex- 
preſſed himſelf with great ſeverity on the oc- 
caſion. But Mr. Beresford was then happy in 
the poſſeſſion of one whoſe approbation and 
affection placed him beyond the dread of any 
cenſure the Court could inflict; and influenced 
too by motives of delicacy and honcur, he 
objected to anſwer and invalidate theſe injuri- 
ous particulars, as it muſt have been at the ex- 
pence of expoſing'a family with whom he 
now became 1ntimately connected. 

The happy couple reſided at the houſe of 
a very reſpectable friend in the City, in order to 
be re-married, for the ſatisfaction of Mrs. Be- 
resford; and after banns being duly publiſhed, 
their union was effectually cemented on the 
1ith of December, in the Church of St. 
Catherine Cree, in Leadenhall Street. 

Mr. Beresford then brought his Wife to 
his apartments near Portland Place, which 
he had newly fitted up for her reception. 


They 
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They had now only one wiſh to gratify, 
which was to obtain Mrs. Hamilton's forgive- 
neſs; and Mrs. Beresford again wrote to 
her in the moſt dutiful terms, ſtating, 
that a Mother's pardon was only wanting to 
make her completely happy, and moſt earneſt- 
ly intreated permiſſion to be admitted to her 
preſence. She received an anſwer of a very ſin- 
gular nature, couched in a kind of proſaic blank 
verſe, a ſtudied play upon words taken from 
a paſſage in Othello, without expreſſing any 
meaning at all. However, at the preſſing in- 
ſtance of her Huſband, Mrs. Beresford was 
prevailed upon to venture into her Mother's 
preſence ; and a lady had the goodneſs to ac- 
company her to Marlborough-ſtreet, and with 
great difficulty got acceſs to Mrs, Hamilton's 
chamber. 

The particulars of this intercourſe will be 
paſſed over in ſilence, as they exhibit nothing 
in favour of Mrs. Hamilton's mode of receiving 
her daughter, or of the politeneſs of her manners 
towards the lady who attended her. | 

So careleſs is the mind in the poſſeſſion of 
happineſs to provide for its continuance, and 
ſo ſhort is the foreſight of Man, that Mr. 
Beresford now fondly anticipated all his hopes, 
and truſting in the confidence which he placed 


in his Wife, he could not — he was laying 
the 
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the foundation of his preſent misfortunes, by 
expoſing her to the arts of a revengeful and 
implacable parent. 

Whatever were the methods of which Mrs. 
Hamilton availed herſelf to work the change in 
her daughter's affections, Mr. Beresford diſco- 
yered their evil effects a few days after the 
firſt viſit ſhe paid to her. Theſe early effects, 
which broke in materially on his happineſs, 
naturally ſuggeſted the neceſſity of putting a 
ſtop to her viſits 3 but his unwillingneſs to 
oppoſe whatever ſhe could wiſh, and his anxi- 
ous deſire to make her happy, too eaſily in- 
duced him to wave theſe conſiderations ; and to 


this want of reſolution is. owing his preſent 
unhappy ſituation. 


On the tenth of January Mrs. Beresford 
went to her Mother's houſe as uſual, and Mr. 
Beresford conducted her to the door, for he 
was never permitted to come into the houſe. 
At ten in the evening he ſent a carriage for 
her, when two men from an upper-ſtory 
window, one of whom was a fellow from the 
office of a trading Juſtice, informed the 
Coachman that his Lady had been gone from 
thence three hours, and that Mrs. Hamilton 
too was gone out of town, This was all the 
nformation he was able to obtain. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Hamilton returned two days after, but 
inhumanly denied Mr. Beresford acceſs to her, 
or to give any account of her daughter. 

Mr. Beresford was inconſolable for the raſh 
ſtep his wife had taken. He, indeed, conſi- 
dered her as the victim of maternal ſeduction, 
yet his apprehenſions were increaſed by the 
example her mother had afforded' her of living 
in a ſtate of ſeparation from Mr. Hamilton, 
Mrs. Beresford could hardly remember the time 
_ when her parents lived together. 

Mr. Beresford, after having, in vain, ſoli- 
cited Mrs. Hamilton to diſcover to him the 
retreat of her daughter, found it neceſſary to 
appeal to the laws of his country for that juſ- 
tice which Mrs. Hamilton reſolutely denied to 
his ſolicitations. His counſel moved the 
Court of King's Bench for a writ of Habeas 
Corpus, which was immediately granted ; to 
which Mrs. Hamilton gave an evaſive anſwer, 
which ſerved her purpoſe for the moment. Bur, 
conſcious that her conduct in the falſe anſwer 
ſhe had given expoſed her to the ſevereſt repre- 
henſions of the Court; and as neither her 
pretenſions to rank, nor her actual poſſeſſion 
of money, could ſhelter her from the penalty 
of impriſonment, which ſhe had incurred, ſhe 
had prudence enough to quit the kingdom on 
the day Mr. Beresford was to move for a new 
writ againſt her. | | 


It 
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It would be a tedious, as well as ungrateful, 
taſk to mark all Mrs, Hamilton's deviations 
from rectitude during this unhappy - buſineſs. 
But ſo degrading has it been, that the Reader 
would not only find his indignation excited by 
it, but his philanthrophy impaired, 

After many unavailing efforts to appeaſe his 
mother-in-law's reſentment, and many a fruitleſs 
ſearch after his ungrateful wife, Mr. Beresford 
determined to divert the diſtraction of his mind 
by travelling in a foreign country. 

He tried the expedient, and found it ineffectual; 
when returning to England through Liſle, he 
diſcovered, by accident, that Mrs. Beresford 
had been concealed in a convent there till the 
late arrival of Mrs. Hamilton, with whom ſhe 
had ſince reſided, and that ſhe was ſeven 
months advanced in her pregnancy. T 

Mr. Beresford immediately applied to the 
magiſtrates, who deputed two of their body to 
hear and report the young Lady's reaſons for 
having in ſo extraordinary a manner, and in ſo 
critical a ſituation, abandoned a fond and affec- 
tionate huſband. : 

Mrs. Beresford never appeared to greater 
. diſadvantage. Her youth, in ſpite of her mo- 5 

ther's inſtructions, diſqualified her for acting a - 
bale and infamous part, without evident marks | 
of ſhame and confuſion. On her examination, | 
C (at | 


_ 
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(at which her mother was not preſent) ſhe had 
nothing to alledge againſt her huſband but his 
humour * and want of fortune. She acknoy- 
ledged ſhe had loved him, and that ſhe loved 
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* ; him ſtill, yet refuſed to return to him without 
i | an order from the Judges. 
1 The impatient huſband was now mehl 
| | | His agony of mind betrayed him into no bitter- 
1 neſs of expreſſion, nor tranſported him beyond 
4 I the bounds of tender expoſtulation. 
[ 


It will hardly be credited, that the young 
| Lady ſeemed the perſon the leaſt affected of all 
} the company, who, young and old, paid that 
| 388 tribute to ſenſibility which the peculiarity of 
the diſtreſs before them ſo forcibly excited. 
The magiſtrates returned to the Hotel de 7ille, 
uf | and made their report, and in four days judg- 
| | | | ment was to be pronounced. 
23K In the mean while Mrs. Hamilton prevailed 
[ 1 on her unhappy daughter to deny all that ſhe 

had ſo ſolemnly avowed ; and ſhe preſented a 
[1 petition to the magiſtrates, containing the 
| recantation. The court conſidered this infa- 
T mous ſtep in its proper light, and rejected the 
| petition with contempt. 

The only queſtion now was, to provide for 
the lafety of the child, of which Mrs. Beresford 


* Altercations which aroſe from Mrs.. Beresford's petu- 
zant conduit ſubſequent to her viſits to her mother. 
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was pregnant, and to allow Mr. Beresford an 
opportunity of ſubſtantiating his claims as her 


huſband, which, in the recantation, Mrs. Ha- 
milton had induced her daughter to deny; 
though in the proces- verbal of the preceding day 
ſne had acknowledged and ſubſcribed herſelf the 


wife of Mr. Beresford. 
After much contention at Liſle and (on Mrs. 


Hamilton's appeal) before the Parliament of 
Douay, it was decreed by an arret, through a 


conceſſion on the part of Mr. Beresford to 
oblige his wife, that ſhe ſhould remain at her 


mother's apartments till after her delivery; that 
her huſband ſhould be allowed to have her 
guarded night and day, by ſuch officers of the 
Police as he judged proper ; and that the child, 


when born, ſhould be placed under his care and 


protection. 


Mr. Beresford ſoon diſcovered that a moſt | 


infamous and unnatural plot had been medi- 
tated againſt his unborn offspring, the execu- 
ton of which his arrival in Flanders had happily 
prevenied. 

It had been Mrs. Hamilton's avowed deſign 
to conceal, as much as poſſible, the birth of 
the child, the better to favour her intention of 
marrying her daughter to ſome man of faſhion 
no the continent; and ſhe had prevailed on 
Mr. Goſlin, a merchant at Liſle, to write letters 
to ſeveral of his correſpondents at London, 

8 2 purporting, 
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purporting, that Mrs. Beresford was not with 
child, nor in Flanders. 


Mrs. Hamilton then treated with a poor 


country woman, to whom ſhe engaged to pay 
forty louis-d'ors, on condition that ſhe ſhould 


conceal and nurſe the child for four years, 


without divulging the circumſtances of its birth, 
or who were its parents, It was then doomed 
to the Marſon-de-pauvres, an hoſpital which 
admits the children of vagabonds at four years 
old, and not before: and ſhe had ſo far prevailed 
on her daughter to favour this horrid conſpi- 
racy as to engage her ſolemnly to promiſe never 
to ſee the child ; yet, at the ſame time, when 
this promiſe was extorted from , her, Mrs, 
Beresford obſerved with tears, that though ſhe 
was to be hindered from ſeeing her child, ſhe 
could not be prevented from loving it. 


The diſcovery of this plot was chiefly ow- 
ing to the declarations of Mrs. Bumford, an 
Iriſh lady, reſiding at Lille, the confidante and 
coadjutor of Mrs. Hamilton, who, under the 
influence of Burgundy, is remarkably commu- 
nicative of her friends ſecrets, 


Nor was this the only injury meditated againſt 
the innocent infant, even before its birth, 


The execution of a murderer, condemned to be 


broken alive on the wheel, expoſed it to be the 


victim of unnatural curioſity, In vain Mr, 
Beresford 
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E 
Beresford intreated Mrs. Hamilton to keep her 


daughter in the back apartments the morning 
of this horrid ſpectacle, the ſcene of which was 


Or N 
ay juſt under her window *. But let decency ſup- 
Id preſs the relation of what followed, and let it 
8, only be obſerved that the providence of God 
h, preſerved the child from harm in this, as in all 
<q other perils to which its implacable grand- 
h mother has expoſed it. 
rs During theſe tranſactions, offers were made 
d to Mr. Beresford, equally painful to his feelings 
i- and derogatory to his honour. Mrs. Hamilton 
er propoſed a colluſive divorce , by availing her- 
1 | ſelf 
* This ſtory, which is notorious at Paris, is anſwered 
le and juſtified 1u a manner too curious not to be mentioned, 
Ie by ſome ladies of quality in that capital, who eat Mrs. 
Hamilton's ſoup and win her money. They gravely ob- 
ſerve, that Mrs. Beresford was too far advanced in her 
” pregnancy, to expoſe the child to any danger at the ſight 
n of an execution. 
d Mr. Beresford's urgent application to Mrs. Hamilton, 
E on the above ſubject, might ſeem an unneceſſary ſtep, as 
1 female delicacy would have prevented his precautions. 
But every female has not delicacy. Mrs. Hamilton and 
her daughter were ſeen a few days before this execution, 
t amuſing themſelves with the fight of a poor woman 
1 flogged naked under their window in a moſt cruel jman- 
R ner: this awakened Mr. Beresford's apprehenſions, and 
: occaſioned his unavailing ſolicitations. 
| t Mrs. Hamilton has made the laws of divorce her princi- 
; pal ſtudy for ſome years paſt, in order to criminate her huſ- 
p 


band, 


„ 
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ſelf of a Scotch law, where incontinency on the 
part of the huſband is a ſufficient ground for 
annulling a marriage. Mr. Beresford neither 
chuſing to commit wilful adultery, or to part 
with his wife, refuſed the propoſal with becom- 
ing indignation. 

| Notwithſtanding this rebuke, Mrs. Hamilton, 
liſtening only to the ſuggeſtion of her revenge, 
renewed the ſhameful treaty in another form, 
She offered her daughter as the ſacrifice, and 
that Mr, Beresford was to be himſelf the wit- 
neſs of his wife's diſhonour, and ſue for a 
divorce in England; and for either of theſe pro- 
poſed colluſions, he was to receive upwards of 
five thouſand pounds, 


band, with whom ſhe has had a long ſuit pending in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court of Ireland. She hoped to avail herſelf 
of this knowledge even before her artifices had deſtroyed 
the mutual happineſs of Mr. and Mrs. Beresford ; and ſhe 
had actually ſuggeſted and communicated plans favourable 
to her deſigns. She wiſhed to have inſnared Mr. Bereſ- 
ford into incontinency, by throwing lures in his way, 
and thereby obtain a divorce 2 mens & thoro, But her ſon- 
in-law's known attachment to his wife, ſhewing the imprac- 
ticability of this plan, ſhe was unguarded enough 'to de- 
clare to ſeveral of her acquaintance, that ſhe would gladly 
give a thouſand pounds to any perſon that would place him- 
ſelf in ſuch a ſituation with her daughter as to give cauſe for, 
and provoke, Mr, Beresford to ont a divorce ? winchs 
matrimonit. 


However 


* a Wo Le APW wn xo Fo by Sees * 4, Soc . 2 4 5 tread 4 3 „ 1 1 2 4 2 
TCC . 2 — C - | 0 : , * 
J EI OSS OG a 1; : 


: 
e 

I 

e 


LY 5 — 71 2 228999 
2: 2 Pet r 


E 
However monſtrous this may appear in the 
conduct of a woman, it is very conſiſtent with 
Mrs. Hamilton's ſyſtem of morality. 

About a month before the birth of his child, 
Mr. Beresford went to Paris, to lay his caſe be- 
fore eminent Counſel. His good fortune 
introduced him to the acquaintance and friend- 
ſhip of M. Elie de Beaumont, and M. Tar- 
get, the ornament of the Pariſian Bar; and to 
che zeal and ability of theſe Gentlemen he has 
been ſince indebted for the ſtand he has been 
able to make againſt a formidable perſecution, 
ſupported by the intereſt of intriguing cour- 
tiers, and the wealth of an opulent adverſary. 

On the twenty-ninth of Auguſt Mrs. Beres- 


ford was delivered of a daughter; a proces- 


verbal, atteſted by ſeveral witneſſes, ſhews how 


imperfectly, in that moment at leaſt, ſhe acted 


the part in which Mrs. Hamilton had ſo long 
inſtructed her. Her inquiries whom the child 
reſembled; the pleaſure ſhe expreſſed on be- 
coming a mother ; the horror ſhe conceived 
when Mrs, Hamilton refuſed a morſel of linen 
to wrap round the new born infant, and at 
izeing it carried away naked by a woman 
in her apron; the terrors excited by the 
indecent outrage of the ſame lady, who co- 
vered her face and muttered her curſes as 
the child was carried by her, beſpoke both 


"ny, Se 


the feelings of a Wife and a Mother. | 
The 


i } 


The ſame evening Mrs. Hamilton, who had 
already gained on the Curate of the pariſh, 
procured. her grand-daughter to be baptint 

| and regiſtered as a baſtard. 


The deſire ro ſee © child whom the hag 
never embraced, daily ingreafed in the mind of 
Mrs. Beresford ; and Mrs. Hamilton was ob. 
* liged to promiſe her the gratification of her 
wiſhes, as ſoon as ſhe was able to fit up- 
right in bed. Seventeen days elapſed, guring 
which - time Mrs. Hamilton continued to 
amuſe her daughter with promiſes, which, as 
ſhe feared the force of Nature, ſhe never 
meant to pertorm. In the mean while Mrs. 
Beresford, in the moſt private manner, ſent 
frequent meſſengers to inquire after her child, 
earneſtly conjuring them to conceal her in- 
quiries from her mother, whoſe reſentment ſhe - 
[THE dreaded on the occaſion. This maternal con- 
1 flict, between the hope, and diſappointment of 
FI | ſeeing her child, was ſoon ended. A Letire 
de Cachet, on the eighteenth day of her de- 
[| livery, ſcandalouſly interrupting the courſe of 
„ juſtice, removed Mrs. Beresford to Paris; 
14 | and being expoſed to the fatigue of a long 
and haſty journey at a time when ſhe was 
ſcarce able to leave her chamber, ſhe fell 


1 dangerouſly ill, nor did ſhe wholly recover, 

i | before an alarming relapſe had reduged her ; 
; | a ſecond time in danger of her life. . 
f The f 
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The obtaining from Monſieur Le Comte de 
| Vergennes this Lettre de Cachet was the firſt 
ſucceſsful effort of intrigue. And here it will 


be neceſſary to ſpeak a word reſpecting the 
agents of it. | 


Whoever has been at Paris muſt have heard 
of Dr. Keary, an Iriſhman, @ name as notorious 
as contemptible, branded with ignominy ſince 
the publication of a well-written book, intitled 
La Quinzaine Angloiſe, in which the Doctor plays 
a very conſpicuous part. Thoſe who know his 
character, or have read this book, will readily 
acknowledge him to be a fit perſonage to ſecond 
the views of Mrs. Hamilton. | 


Monſieur de Limon, a gentleman of brighter 
intelle&, though not of purer morals, than the 
Do&@-r, next appears, and undertakes a part, 
which he has ſince continued with admirable 


effrontery. 


This gentleman was bred to the law, and 
raiſed from obſcurity to a charge of ſome im- 
portance in the houſehold of. Monſieur, the 
French King's brother. M. de Limon, how- 
. ever, incurred his Prince's diſpleaſure, for 
practices notorious in Paris; and he was diſ- 
carded in the moſt degrading manner. Few 
words comprize the ſubſequent part of his hiſ- 
tory; neither truth nor candour is violated in de- 
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4692 
decharing him to have been, ſince his diſgrace, 
nothing more than a genteel adventurer, 

Dr. Keary had formerly cured this pentle. 
man of a certain diſorder, in a ſtate which 
threatened his life, and refuſing a fee, the 
patient held himſelf under an undiſcharged 


obligation to the Doctor, who was now about 
to afford him an opportunity of cancelling it, 


Dr. Keary has long ſubſiſted on the plunder of 
Engliſh Gentlemen at Paris, to whom he is the 
_ arbiter elegantiarum, and, at the ſame time, 
very opportunely, the ſurgeon; and he became 
cloſely connected with Mr. Hamilton Rowan, 
Mrs. Beresford's brother, when that gentleman 
figured away ſome years paſt in that capital. 
Mr. Rowan, who was with his mother at 
Liſle during theſe late tranſactions, repaired, 
on his ſiſter's delivery, to Paris. He fought 
his old friend the Doctor, and ſolicited his 
counſel and aſſiſtance. The Doctor introduced 
him to Monſ. de Limon; and here the intrigue 
FE began. 
| M. de Limon was now NO o longer to labour 
| under the burden of an uncancelled obligation, 
[| His ſervices, in lieu of fees, were required to 
ſuccour two illuſtrious ſtrangers , (for ſuch 
Mrs, Hamilton was pleaſed to call herſelf and 


* See likewiſe Mrs. Hamilton s Memoire to the Parliament 
of Douay, in which ſhe ſtiles her daughter P://ufre Infor- 
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ber daughter) who were perſecuted by an 
© impoſtor, who pretended to be the huſband 
of Miſs Hamilton. 

This triumvirate was ſoon joined by Mrs. 
Hamilton, who, with Mrs. Beresford, arrived 


: at Paris about the middle of September. 
an The cabal now became formidable, by the 
10 acquiſition of ſome ladies of quality of damaged 
225 reputation, who were the dupes of Mrs. Hamil- 
* ton's aſſumed nobility; for ſhe had pre- 
925 tended to a near alliance and intimacy with 
an tine noble Scotiſh Duke of her huſband's 
al W name; and ſhe dreſſed her ſervants in his 
at Grace's livery, the better to favour her pretended 
ed, conſanguinity *. 5 | 
a Elated with her newly acquired dignities, ſhe 
his ſuffered herſelf to be addreſſed with all the 
ed profuſion of titles which the French ſo libe- 
ue rally beſtow on Engliſh travellers, She then 
placed cities, and towns, and villages in her huf- 
ur band's manor in Ireland, which are only to be 
n. found in her deſcription; and laſtly, to com- 
to plete the farce, ſhe pretended to diſtant claims 
, to the crown of Scotland. 

This impoſture has been ſo far ſucceſsfpl in Paris, that 
nt Madame la Marquiſe de Coalin, one of the haughtieft 
* ladies of the court, whoſe anceſtor intermarried in- the 

family of the above-mentioned noble Duke, feriouſly ob- 
7 ſerved to a lady of her acquaintance, that fhe had the honour 


of being related to Mrs, Hamilton. 
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Miſs Dawſon, her daughter's companion, the 


( 


The zeal and activity of M. de Limon bega 
wonderfully to increaſe, as he was now impelleg 
by higher motives than, the mere diſcharging 
2 ſurgeon's bill. Mrs. Hamilton had promiſe 
him the hand of her daughter, with four hun 
dred thouland livres, provided he could, by 
availing himſelf of the difference of the lay 
of the two kingdoms, procure a marriage, which 
ſhe knew muſt ever legally ſubſiſt in England, 
declared null in France, and obtain, by the inte. 
reſt and intrigues of people of rank, to whom 
he was a paraſite, the French King's protection 
againſt any effort which Mr. Beresford might 
hereafter make to interrupt this bigamical 
ſcheme. Devouring in idea the four hundred 
thouſand livres, and elated with the proſpect of 
poſſeſſing his promiſed bride, who, it muſt be 
obſerved, was totally ignorant of the honour 
intended her, M. de Limon was not able to 
contain his raptures. He declared his proſpects 
to his friends, and the public ſoon heard, and 
ſpoke of it with indignation and horror, 


Mrs. Hamilton about this time prevailed on 
her only ſon, Mr. Hamilton Rowan, to marry 


young lady formerly deftined for Mr. Beresford. 
It is not the buſineſs of this Narrative to relate 
the remarks which this very extraordinary event 
occaſioned ; which the world, however, did not 


con- 


. - ba wh ates % 1 
, © Y p 4 — Ser 5 ICS 0 
> - * 1 n . 8 1 7 1 4 mn 
ETON — . Sa 3 n | 
- LEN Or 9 ET wy > WEI = n ee 
— 9 S Ted ENT .£ <a 1 n = 


8 b < 
y e R : r 7 
- * 5 n „ 4 3 x 
5 \ 8 Y IF g 
* 5 WES : « r 2 
88 Se Nr pn v 9 * * 4 * 1 x os. 1 8 es” 5 Xx 2 - 
8 Fans 7 FP. 3 4 So Sno ic « 5 = q 5 . 2 - e MELT 228 2 2 
Wm © Me 8 Wd 4s Pre Mo nes ork TY Db EX HAE c A Rb: q ER 7 2 < * 5 * . * 
b . . 3 of þ 1 5 . 
N A 


( 21 ) 


conſider as the moſt reſpectable inſtance of Mrs. 


Hamilton's conſiſtency, as it not a little over- 


turned that lady's om of meſalliance and 
_ pride. 

. Beresford had an audience with the 
es on the ſubject of his wife's remo- 
val, and he was aſſured by him that ſhe was 
in the Convent of the Aſſumption at Paris, 
agreeably to the tenour of the Lettre de Cachet, 
and that ſhe ſhould be ſecured there until the 
merits of his claims were judged by the Par- 
liament of Douay. 

Satisfied with theſe aſſurances, which M. 
de Vergennes gave him in his miniſterial - ca- 
pacity, Mr. Beresford went to England, where 


his affairs called him, in the beginning of 


October. His abſence afforded the cabal an 
opportunity of ſuggeſting and perpetrating a 
ſcheme which will ever mark the conduct of 
the Procureur General of the Chatelet with 
ignorance and injuſtice. This Magiſtrate was ſo 
far gained by Mrs. Hamilton, as to admit her 
a? InSTIGATRIX, PLAINTIFF, DENUNCIATRIX, 
and WITNESS. She indicted Mr. Beresford in 
this Court of Juſtice, for having eloped with 
her daughter in England, and in violation of 
the Law of Nations, ſhe obtained a Decret de 
priſe de Corps againſt him, 
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While this ſcheme was in agitation, and 
after it had ſucceeded, Mrs. Hamilton urged 
Mr. Beresford, both in Paris and in London, 
to accept a former offer on her part of ſix thou- 
ſand five hundred pounds, with ſecurity for any 
debts his wife might hereafter contract, pro- 
vided he would deſiſt from his purſuits, and 
permit Mrs. Beresford to live with her mo- 


— 
FCC 


#1 ther. Thus, by a ſtrange inconſiſtency of 
| i | | conduct, did ſhe acknowledge the validity. of 
. his pretenſions on one hand, while, on the other, 

j 5 ſhe denied it with all the lolemnity of an 
Fl oath, when ſhe proſecuted him in the heuer, 


and n him as an impoſtor. 


Mr. Beresford returned to the Continent, to 
proſecute his ſuit before the Parliament of 
Douay, where, notwithſtanding the removal of 
his wife to Paris, it ſtill depended. At Lille, 
he was apprized of this very extraordinary 
Decret being in force againſt him, Conſcious, 
however, of having neither violated the laws of 
his own, or of any other country, he repaired. 
to Paris with his child, to face the impend- 
ing danger. On his arrival he diſcovered that 
his wife had never been in the Convent of 
the Aſſumption, or in any other Convent in 
that Capital, but was with her mother at the 
Hotel de Vendome. 


7 4 F 
3 1 + = 29 FO Y FI wy n 3 — , * 5 
N 1 8 1 C 9 2 g 8 5 1 —— I 8 Y —— 
F les L - 8 3 r 1 . * CST YL IR 15 3 = p 
TJ. / ²ĩ i.. %ð ͤ ß og hn RA 
e EY AER Lo CT ITO OT CS COTE I - ; 


( T3 7). 


His aſtoniſhment, however, was ſoon inter- 
rupted by new inſtances of violence. He was 
dragged in the molt brutal manner by fix legal 
ruffians from his bed, where he lay much in- 
diſpoſed, and was conveyed as a criminal to 
the Priſon of the Chatelet. 


The innocent child, deprived of its parent 
and protector, now became the object of Mrs. 


Hamilton's unſatiated vengeance. She endea- 


voured, by an application to the Chatelet, to 


take it from the nurſe who ſuckled it, by whom 
ſhe knew it was tenderly loved, and to place it in 
the hands of ſtrangers, in a ſituation of which 
Mr. Beresford was to have been ignorant ; butere 
the cruel ſcheme could be executed, the pro- 


tection of the Parliament fruſtrated the unna- 
tural machination. 


Mr. Beresford after being confined in the 


ſecret, of the priſon, was, on the next day, 


examined before the lieutenaut criminel, He 


was then conducted to a wretched apartment, 
the beſt the priſon afforded, and his friends 
were permitted to ſee him. 


He eagerly enquired after his child. They 
informed him ſhe lay dangerouſly ill; the 


A criminal on his commitment is thrown into a 
fort of dur geon during twenty-four hours, called Je ſecret, 


without, fire, candles, or pen, ink, or paper, or the per- 
Mmiſſion to ſee his friends. | 


violence 
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violence of the preceding day having terrified 
the nurſe to an extreme degree, the evil ef. 
fects were communicated to the infant at her 
. breaſt. The reſolution and fortitude which 
had hitherto ſupported the unhappy father now 
forſook him, and he felt an agony for his child, 
which he had been above feeling for him- 
ſelf. £ 

But none felt the diſtreſsful ſituation of Mr. 
Beresford more acutely than his excellent 
Counſel. They repreſented to the Parliament 
the neceſſity of immediately ſecuring. the 
perſon of Mrs. Hamilton, to anſwer for this 
daring outrage on the Law of Nations, and of 
placing a guard about Mrs. Beresford, in licu 
of that appointed by the Parliament of Douay, 
from which ſhe had been. illegally emancipated 
by the Lettre de Cachet, 


The Parliament heſitated not to comply 
with their requeſt. An arret was the next day 
granted, Which placed the child, who was now 
happily recovered, under their particular pro- 
tection, and which ordered guards to be placed 
on Mis. Hamilton and her daughter“. And 

actuated 


The only alternative for Mrs. Hamilton, was to find 
bail for 50, ooo livres, or to remain a priſoner in her own 
apartments; but no alternative was allowed Mrs. Beres- 
ford. M. de Limon offered himſelf as bail for Mrs. 

Hamilton; 


( 25 ) 
actuated by the ſame motives of juſtice which 
nad induced them to iſſue this arret, they grant- 
ed Mr. Beresford an extraordinary audience. 
Mr. Beresford ſome days before his impri- 
ſonment had proteſted againſt the competency 
of any Court of Judicature in France to judge 
his pretended crime committed in England, 
and had appealed from the decret of the 
Chatelet to the ſupreme Court of Parliament. 
On this appeal and on the queſt:on of his im- 
ariſonment the cauſe proceeded, and Mr. Beres- 
ford prayed for damages againſt Mrs, Hamil- 
ten in favour of his infant daughter, and that 
his wife might be reſtored to him; or if the 
Court were nat inclined to determine on the 
validity of his pretenſions to her, he prayed 
that ſuc might be eſcorted with him under 
guard to England, where he was ready to ſub- 
mit his claim to the deciſion of their na- 
tural Judges. 


M. Target, the eloquent advocate for Mr. 


— 


Beresford, repreſented to the Court in the 


mot pathetic manner, the ſituation of his 
client in priſon, the injuſtice of his commit- 
ment, and the diſhonour it reflected to the 


Hamilton; but not being able to ſatisfy the Court that his 
circumſtances were reſponſible for 50,000 livres, this 


lady, ts her extreme mortification, was obliged to re- 
main in fatu quo. 


E country. 
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country, He expoſed the audacious condud 
of the adverſe party, who flying from the tri. 
bunals of her own country, availed herſelf of 
the difference of the laws and prejudices of the 
two kingdoms, artfully impoſing on the French 
nation, by ſubjecting an Engliſh tranſaction 
to French ideas; and under pretence of re- 
trieving the honour of her family, declaring 


her daughter a concubine and her grandchild 
a baſtard. / 


M. de Bonnieres, the Counſel for Mrs, 
Hamilton, who pleaded at the firſt hearing, 
being convinced by the arguments of his 
learned opponent of the weakneſs of his 
client's cauſe, and how greatly ſhe had im- 
poſed upon him, declined proceeding any fur- 
ther, and threw up his brief. M. Gerbiet, 
celebrated more for his eloquence than his 
integrity, whom Mrs. Hamilton had likewiſe 
retained, being * indiſpoled, this lady, much to 
the honour of the French Bar, could not prevail 
on any advocate of reputation to undertake her 
deſperate cauſe. M. de Limon was therefore 
obliged to ſtand forth and exhibit a calum- 
nious pleading of his own compoſition; and 
he had the mortification to be hiſſed by 


* When M. Gerbiet, who never refuſes a brief, is 
engaged in a bad cauſe *tis well known in Paris, that, 
after receiving his fee, he is wry apt to fall fick, 
the 


„ 


the inſulted audience each day on which he 
diſplayed his eloquence. | 


This defamatory brief was publiſhed by 


way of Memoire for Mrs. Hamilton; and ma - 


ny thouſand copies were diſtributed in Paris 
and Verſailles. In this libel there is ſcarcely 
an aſſertion but what is either a malicious 
miſrepreſentation or an impudent falſehood; 
and though the ornament of ſtyle is not want- 
ing to ſet off this compoſition to the beſt 
advantage, it requires but an ordinary capa- 
city to diſcover its weakneſs and fallacy. 


In the courſe of this publication Mrs. Ha- 


milton is repreſented as a lady of grave and 
auſtere depoftment, and Mr. Beresford as inſi- 


nuating himſelf into her favour by the extreme 


ſanctity of his demeanour, and by his edifying 
and affecting ſermons. Here the reader who 
knows the parties muſt ſmile, as Mr. Bereſ- 
ford's deportment is not very ſanctified, and 
Mrs. Hamilton never goes to church, Her 
daughter, too, is repreſented as a novice, not 
even ſuſpecting there was the leaſt relation 
between the two ſexes. Mrs. Hamilton then 
had given herſelf much unneceſſary trou- 
ble for two years previous to her daugh- 
ter's marriage, for ſhe was was ever dreading 
and guarding againſt elopements. And a diſ- 
appointed ſcheme of a young Iriſh Counſellor in 

E 2 the 


„ a) 


the year 1779, ſhews that her apprehenſions were 
not ill founded. Page 24. of this work exhibits 
a prediction made eighteen months before its 
completion; that the eruel guards which the 
Parliament ſhould one day place about Mrs. 
Hamilton and her daughter ſhould deſire to ſleep 


in their chamber. Then M. de Limon, p. 44. 
puts a fine ſpeech in the mouth of Mrs. Hamil. 
ton, addreſſed to her daughter when ſhe ſent 
her abroad. And in this oration, pronounced 
the 10th of January, 1781, the Dauphin, who 
was to eternize the glory and the empire of 
his grandſires, is apoſtrophized. What a ſpirit 
of preſcience inſpired Mrs. Hamilton's tongue 
Lo! an the 20th of the ſucceeding October, a 
Dauphin was born! 


But Mrs. Hamilton ſeems better verſed in the 
Book of Fate than in more ordinary matters, 
She aſſerts in this curious performance, that the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury has an unlimited 
power to baſtardize or legitimate children; and 
that, at all events, the King of England, at 
whole royal feet ſhe meant to proſtrate herſelf, 
would, in conſideration of the ſervices of her 
illuſtrious family, be gracioully pleaſed to legi- 
timate her grandchild. | 

The tenour of theſe pleadings - was to inflict 
the penalty of French laws on Mr. Beresford for 
an action committed in England, and to declare 


his 
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Ee di marriage null. In the courſe of this ſuit, 
its | Mrs. Hamilton, forgetting the obſcurity of her 
its own father's origin, made the moſt falſe and 


illiberal repreſentation of Mr. Beresford's family; 
ſhe added ſeveral years to her ſon-in-law's age, 
and took away conſiderably from her daughter's; 


e 
of and during the whole affair, ſhe uſed calumny 
nil inſtead of argument, and exhibited mere aſſer- 


tions for legal proof. | 
Mr. Beresford having ſuffered during a whole - 
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ce 
0 month all the horrors of a French priſon, found 
of his health much impaired. He was induced to 
\rit aſk for his liberty, and it was immediately grant- 
ue! ed him. 
F, 4 M. Elie de Beaumont publiſhed a Mamoire for 
his client, replete with ſound learning, clothed 
hs in elegant diction. Monſ. de la Cretelle, the 
1 advocate for Mr. Beresford's child, compoſed 
* an excellent Memoire in favour of his infant 
ited client; and Monſ. Tronſon de Coudray pleaded 
= in its behalf with the fulleſt ſuccels. 
5 T he ſingularity and importance of this cauſe 
rech excited the attention of the public, and it be- 
: ** came the topic of general converſation. The 
ry beauty of the child, and the peculiarity of its 
ſituation, ſoftened the hearts, and ſecured the 
"fic favour of people of every deſcription, and occa- 
a5 ſioned the levereſt reflections on the inſenſibility 
—_ and barbarity of its mother, who had now learnt 
hi to abandon it without remorſe, 
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M. de Bonnieres, wearied at length by Mrg, 
Hamilton's importunity, was prevailed upon to 
reſume, on the laſt day, the ungrateful taſk of 
oppoſing M. Target and truth. His efforts to 
ſupport a ſcandalous perſecution failed, and 
afforded a ſtriking proof of the inſufficiency of 
ſuperior abilities when proſtituted to a bad 
purpoſe. 

The ſuit depending before the Parliament 
of Douay had been removed, by letters patent, 
to Paris, to be judged at the ſame time with 
Mr. Beresford's appeal from the Chatelet, and 
the queſtion of his falſe impriſonment. 

At length, when the merits of both parties 
had been maturely conſidered, and M. d'Agueſ- 
ſeau, the Avocat General, had, in a maſterly 
charge, diſcuſſed all the circumſtances, ex- 
plained the great principle of the law of nations, 
and expoſed to public indignation the agents of 
intrigue which had ſupported Mrs. Hamilton, 
the Parliament repaired the late violation of this 
facred law, in condemning Mrs. Hamilton in 
50,000 livres damages, in favour of her grand- 
daughter, with all coſts of ſuit, and Mrs. Beres- 
ford to be eſcorted, under guard, with her huſ- 
band to England *. 

The 


Arreſt de Ia cour de Parlement, qui declare nules, injurieux, 
wexatoires, attentatoires au droit des gens, le dicret de prijſe 
5 de 


©] 


The juſtice of Mr. Bereford's cauſe, the inju- 
ries he had ſuffered, and his unſhaken aſſiduity 
to regain a wife, whom, even yet, he had not 
learnt to conſider with indifference, had influ- 
enced the public in his favour ; and the arret 
was univerſally applauded. 2 

Mrs. Hamilton, unawed by conſcience, and un- 
ſubdued by ſhame, again had recourſe to intrigue. 
Encouraged by her ſucceſs in obtaining Mr. Be- 
resford's impriſonment, and aſſiſted by her for- 
midable cabal, ſhe now boldly attempted to im- 
poſe on Royalty itſelt. The ladies of rank, 
hom her ſuppoſed alliance with the Duke of 
Hamilton had intereſted 1n her behalf, had nor 
been idle at Verſailles z a court where female in- 
auence has long given the law. They had gains 
ed Monſ. Amelot and the Garde des Sceanx; 
agents proper to forward Mrs. Hamilton's buft- 


ae corps contre le fieur Beresford, Anglois, & fon empriſonne= 
nent; cendamne la dame Hamilton en 50,000 livres de dom 
mages & interfts applicables a Penfant de la dame Beresford ſa 


file; ren voie en Angleterre les fieur & dame Beresford pour pro- 


«der ſur la demande en revendicaticn du mari, & ſur la de- 
mande de la femme en nullite de mariage, à Peffet de quoi les 
parties Je retireront pardevers le Roi pour obtenir toutes let. 
rres neceſſuires ; condamne la dame Hamilton en tous les dipens; 
erdoune gue le preſent Arret ſera imprime & affichs, 
Du 25 Mars 1782, 
Louis, par la grace de Dieu, Roi de France & de Na- 
"are: Au premier huiſſier de notre cour de Parlement, 
&c. &C, 
neſs, 
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neſs,” the one being as deficient in underſtand. 
ing as the other in integrity, and equally anxious 
to ſtrengthen their declining intereſt at Verſailles, 
by favouring any ſcheme propoſed to them by 
the ladies of the court. The reader has ſeen 
that M. de Vergennes had been gained before. 

The operations of this party were carried on 
with the utmoſt ſecrecy. New falſehoods were 
invented, which Mr. Beresford not ſuſpecting, 
could neither oppoſe or contradict. 

The King's extreme averſion to buſineſs, and 
his reliance on his courtiers, will in ſome 
meaſure account for an act of deſpotiſm, 
which will for ever diſgrace the annals of his 
country. He was induced by this powerful 
party to annul the decree of his Parliament, and 
to take under his protection two fugitives, exil- 
ed by the laws of their own country, and ſo- 
lemnly condemned by the laws of France. 

The city of Paris conſidered the annulling of 
the arret with ſilent horror. The Parliament, 
indeed, exhibited the moſt undaunted reſolution 
in defence of their juſt rights. The ſeveral 
Chambers immediately aſſembled, and they un- 
animouſly reſolved to remonſtrate to the King 
on the injuſtice of his annulling their decree, 
praying him to ſuffer their penalty againſt 
Mrs. Hamilton, in favour of her perſecuted 
grandchild, to take place. The Whitſuntide 
vacation 
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vacation ſuſpended, for a while, their proceed- 
ings, but after the receſs, the remonſtrance will 
be carried to Verſailles, 
Mr. Beresford apprehending the danger to 
which his child was expoſed, ſince the King had 
deprived it of the Parliament's protection, con- 


veyed her out of the French dominions, and 
ſafely conducted her to his own country, 

The different parliaments of France, together 
with the public in general, are now anxiouſly 
waiting the reſult of this ſpirited oppoſition to 
the unconſtitutional exerciſe of regal power; 
and which mult determine how far the people may 
confide in their laws. But whatever may be the 
reſult, a ſolemn hearing of eleven days, during 
a period of ſeven weeks, before the higheſt court 
of judicature in the kingdom, muſt be conſidered 
by Engliſhmen as the moſt complete idea of 
national juſtice, not to be overturned by an act | 1 
of deſpotiſm, more becoming the Divan of : 
Conſtantinople than the cabinet of Verſailles, 
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